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	Our Mission statement

	‘Living, Growing, Loving, Learning.’

Our school is founded on Christian values, principles and beliefs.  We are a happy school in which pupils work hard and learn well, within a nurturing environment.

At Piddle Valley we recognise that all members of our school community – children, parents, carers, staff, volunteers and governors – are unique and valued for the contribution they make.
Piddle Valley CE First School is special because we aim to…

· Create an environment where children develop the confidence to think for themselves and enjoy their time at school.

· Encourage high standards, seeing all children as individuals and helping them to achieve their full potential.

· Develop an understanding of our 5 core values for the whole school community, Respect, Responsibility, Courage, Creativity and Forgiveness.

· Make learning an enjoyable experience.

· Develop in children a sense of awe and wonder at the world around them.

· Help children to become caring and responsible citizens who have positive attitudes towards the well being of themselves and others.

· Develop in children respect for other people and their surroundings.

· Celebrate self-esteem and build up confidence by reacting positively to children and their work.

· Promote constructive relationships between governors, staff, parents, carers, volunteers and the church and wider community.

· Recognise and celebrate our Christian values which permeate through all aspects of school life.
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We are part of ‘DASP’– the Dorchester Area Schools Partnership of 13 First Schools, 3 Middle Schools, the Thomas Hardye School and The Learning Centre. DASP’s commitment is:

” Getting it right by working together in a commonality of approaches, expectations and aims.”


	
	

	Our School
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We are a small Church of England School situated in an attractive rural situation within a close knit community.
The present building was built in 1999 on land given by a local landowner and benefits from modern, light and spacious rooms. We have extensive outside space, including gardens and play areas.
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Playtime on the field
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Pupils at ‘the old school’ circa 1900

The original school in Piddletrenthide was founded in 1848 ‘for the education of children and adults or children of the labouring manufacturing and other poorer classes in the Parish of Piddletrenthide’.

We have brought with us the best of the traditions from the old school. The original school bell has been re-hung and is rung during joining and leaving ceremonies. The bust of the Founder is displayed in the hall and the stained glass windows were made by the children who made the transition in 1999 from the old to the new school.
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One of the stained glass windows in our hall which was designed by pupils at the school

The School Gates

The Founder of the original school Mr Bridges purchased our historic gates for his charitable foundation. Originally in Westminster Abbey they surrounded the tomb of the mother of Lord Darnley, second husband of Mary Queen of Scots. When Mr Bridges died his family gave them to the school.


	


	We are a Church of England School. As such, Christianity is at the heart of everything we do.

	Religious Education

Religious Education is a curriculum subject and we begin from a Christian base, which recognises the need to value and respect other world religions. The Christian year governs much of our RE teaching and we attempt to develop children’s spirituality, building on their concern, wonder, prayer and worship. Religious Education also permeates the whole curriculum offered to our children. They are encouraged to:
· Develop an enquiring approach to the world around them, and to grow in their spiritual development through reflections on feelings and relationships, and through a sense of awe and wonder.

· Develop concepts and attitudes, which will enhance their personal, social, moral and cultural development and their understanding and acceptance of the role of other main religions in the multi- cultural world around them.
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We maintain strong links with our parish churches and the local vicar leads Collective Worship once a week.
Piddle Valley Churches : www.piddlevalley.info/church.php
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	A whole school act of worship takes place at school every day. They are of a Christian  nature, while other religious festivals are shared . 
The children are encouraged to reflect, learn and take part at these times. The children each have a reflection diary where they are able to record there thoughts and ideas, and to ask questions.

	“I like school because it’s thinking about God and caring for others.”  Year1



	Parents do have the right to withdraw their children from the school’s daily act of worship, or from Religious Education lessons. Please see the Headteacher should you consider this appropriate for your child.
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	Feathers Pre-school from 2 years 9 months
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	Feathers Ethos

We are committed to supporting the child and their family, we know that all families and children are different and we respect this, we understand life has its ups and downs and value individual needs.  We see ourselves as extended family to the young children in our care, offering support, praise, comfort, friendships and learning.

We work in partnership with all local schools and we are guided by the Early Years Foundation Stage which is centred on all the needs of the child and family. In New Zealand they use a framework known as ‘Te Whaariki framework’ part of this approach is to consider what it is like to be a child at a setting.    
These five questions are set from the child’s perspective,

1) Do you know me?

2) Can I trust you?

3) Do you let me fly?

4) Do you hear me?

5) Is this place fair?

We consider these to be heart-warming considerations and want the answer for each question to be ‘yes’ for every child.

	Contact numbers, opening times and cost

for Feathers Pre-school

Contact numbers

Feathers mobile number 07884360334 
Piddle Valley CE First School 01300348219

The Pre-school Leader is Mrs Paula Stanley
Times of Session

We open at 9:00 am and close at 3:00 pm

Mon – Fri term time only.

Morning session      09.00 – 12:00

Lunch hour              12:00 – 1:00

Afternoon session    1:00 – 3.00
Your child is able to attend for sessions with or without the lunch hour or can stay all day.

Cost of sessions
Per hour  £3.75
All day £22.
Dependent upon your child’s age they may attend up to 30 hours ‘free’ using Government Vouchers.
	


	Admissions
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	Starting School
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	Children start their school career in Reception Class in the September of the year in which they reach the age of 5.  From September, parents now have the option for their child to attend part time (mornings) or full time. From January, we encourage all children to attend full time, however exceptions can be made as result of discussions between home and school.

From June onwards we hold a series of transition sessions for the children and meetings for the families.  These are designed to ease the process for the children and answer any questions families may have.
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	School Organisation

	There are currently four classes at Piddle Valley; and the Feathers pre-school known as Feathers.  These classes are called Robins, Woodpeckers, Buzzards and Owls. They are organised in pure and/or mixed Year groups, due to differing cohort sizes.
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	School Times

	The School Day

8:45 – 8:55  Doors open

9.00 – 9.05   Registration

9:05 – 9:25   Collective  Worship              

9.25 – 10.40     Lessons

10.40 – 10.55   Morning Break

10.55 – 12.00    Lessons

12.00 – 1.00      Lunch Break

1.00 – 3.15        Lessons
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Children enjoying a snowy morning break!

	[image: image49.jpg]



[image: image15] 

	


	Meals and snacks

We are able to offer hot school meals please ask at the office for details. Pupils in the Reception class and KS 1 are entitled to free school lunches. Alternatively you may provide your child with a packed lunch. We are working within Dorset guidelines for ‘Healthy schools’ and would like to share with parents that:-

· Lunch boxes should contain a healthy and balanced meal

· Fruit(fresh or dried) or vegetables only for the mid-morning snack
· Free fruit and vegetable snack provided for the Reception Children and KS1 as part of the Government scheme.
· We encourage free access to fresh drinking water at all times. We invite you to send in plain water only please, in a sports type drinking bottle.  Bottles are available for sale at the office.
We hope to provide a calm and civilized atmosphere at lunchtime with a prayer of thanks, quiet conversation and good table manners.

	Extra-Curricular Activities

In order to extend to the fullest possible extent the range of learning opportunities we provide to our children we have a very full programme of lunchtime and after schools clubs. 
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	Multi Agency Provision

In order to ensure that each child receives the very best and most appropriate support, according to individual needs, we liaise carefully with Occupational Therapists, Speech and Language specialists, Behaviour Support Services, Educational Psychologists and Health and Social Care Workers.

	Safeguarding Our first priority is your child’s welfare and we will usually discuss any concerns we might have about your child with you. There might be occasions, however when we have to provide information to or to consult other agencies such as Children’s Social Services Social Care before we contact you. Our responsibility to do so is determined by Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Inter-Agency Child protection procedures. If you want to know more about these procedures, please speak to the Headteacher Mrs Jayne Browne who is the schools Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).


	          Extended schools – Kids Club
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We are pleased that we can offer high quality child care provision at Piddle Valley CE First School.

	Kids Club is a Home from Home for children before and after school.

Breakfast Club offers child care from 8:00am.  Your child will sit down for breakfast with other children ensuring a great start to the school day.  After breakfast they will be able to play with a range of toys before making their way to their classrooms.

Early Bird Club offers child care from 8.15am or 8.30am.  This provides an opportunity for parents to drop their children off a little earlier than the school start.  Children will be given the opportunity to play with a range of toys.

After School Club offers the children the opportunity to play with a range of toys, take part in adult directed craft and cooking activities or just simply relax with friends or curl up with a book.  The play leaders also arrange for seasonal activities and external activities e.g. the Action Van.  The children are offered a snack and drink as soon as they arrive from school.  If your child stays for the 2 sessions they will be offered fruit and another drink during the course of the afternoon.
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	The Curriculum

	Numeracy and Literacy skills are taught daily and are currently based on the new National primary Curriculum. Most other subjects; Religious Education, Science, Geography, History, Design Technology, Art, Music and ICT, are taught in an integrated way through ‘topics’. 

 PE, PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) and French (in Key stage 2) continue to be taught discretely.
Each topic starts with a hook and has a shared outcome to engage the children in their learning. One outcome per term is shared with the parents.
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Years 3 and 4 ‘experience’ WWII conditions.
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	“Thank you for all your fantastic work in making learning this wonderful topic such fun. We really enjoyed seeing the results. Can’t wait to find out what’s next!!”     Parent of a Year 3 pupil



	Reading and Phonics

	Reading is taught through regular reading on a one to one basis with reading volunteers, parents, teaching assistants and class teachers.  We use a range of reading schemes banded together to provide breadth and extension.  Children are encouraged to change their books independently throughout the week.  Small group guided and supported reading is also used to develop specific skills or to focus on particular genres of text.
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Daily phonics takes place in every year group, starting with individual sounds in year R and moving progressively up to spelling patterns and rules in Year 4.  We use Read, Write Inc. as our main Phonics package but enhance the provision through the use of a variety of hands-on activity and online games and resources.
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	Topic work
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Topics have included ‘Knights, Castles and Dragons’, ‘Time travellers’, ‘The World of David McKee!’ and ‘The Jurassic Coast’.
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Forest Schools
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We are very fortunate to have an area designated as a Forest Schools site on the hill behind the school.

This area is cleared of brambles and weeds to create an area for seating and exploring.  

Each class and year group have sessions on Forest skills, learning about and using natural materials, from building shelters, crowns and models, to identifying boundaries, plants and evidence of animal life.
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The children thoroughly enjoy these activities, learning about the natural world, but also developing personal, social and emotional skills within a different environment. 

Respect, cooperation and independence are all key words during these sessions.  As our leader continues with her training we will continue to develop the opportunities we provide, using our beautiful natural environment across the whole curriculum.


	School Uniform

	
ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING SHOULD BE CLEARLY NAMED SO THEY CAN BE SAFELY RETURNED WHEN LOST!


	
	
[image: image29.png]



School Dress

The rationale behind our School Uniform Policy is inclusion. We aim for all our children to attend school on an equal footing. We have deliberately kept the requirements to a minimum to avoid too much expense.

The Governors and staff have approved the following school dress:

	
	
	Girls

Grey skirt/pinafore/school trousers

Navy cardigan/V- neck jumper

White blouse / polo shirt

White/ black socks

School sweatshirt/cardigan

Blue/white dress (summer)

Sensible dark coloured school shoes, preferably black

Boys

Grey/black school  trousers/shorts

Navy V-neck jumper

White shirt / polo shirt

White/navy/black socks

School sweatshirt

School shoes, preferably black

Sports: Girls/Boys

Navy Shorts, white T-shirt, Plimsolls


	Practical Points
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	Medicines


Medicines and First Aid

If a child is unwell it is clearly unfair on them and the teachers if they are sent to school. Once they have recovered they can return to school even if they are completing a course of treatment. It would be appreciated if every effort could be made to administer medicines at home. However, it is essential for a child to receive medication during the day, the following options are available:

1. A parent comes into school at lunchtime and gives the medicine to the child.

2. If this is not possible, parents must complete one of our medical forms and a member of staff can then administer the dosage. Please ensure medication is given to the classroom assistant clearly labelled and in a child proof container.

3. Parents with a child requiring an inhaler for asthma should complete a form supplying details such as frequency of use, particular details of the child’s condition and whether the child needs reminding to use the inhaler.

If your child has an accident they will receive First Aid from a qualified member of staff. All such incidents are recorded in an Accident Book. If necessary, parents will be informed verbally or via a First Aid report. (e.g. a bang on the head).  Children in Feathers Pre school and Robins will sign a form to acknowledge the injury / treatment received. 
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	Valuable property and large toys

Please do not allow your child/ren to bring valuable items to school. We cannot be held responsible for these if they go astray. The school cannot accept any liability for the loss of money or other items brought into the school or left on the premises. This includes mobile phones. We would also ask for large toys not to be brought into school from home, including footballs and netballs.



	

	St Mary’s Middle School, Puddletown
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www.stmaryspudd.dorset.sch.uk


	Parental Involvement

	Education is a partnership between home and school and there are many ways to get involved in life at Piddle Valley.
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Quiz night in the hall
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Diamond Jubilee celebrations, organised by the PTA and supported by the whole community.
	


	



	Voluntary contributions

We are keen to organise activities in and out of school to enrich the curriculum, e.g. a trip to a museum or place of interest. In order to pay for these events we sometimes have to ask for voluntary parental contributions. We hope that parents will agree that such activities provide significant learning experiences for children and therefore are very worthwhile. 
	


	
	

	Special events and assemblies

On occasion you will be invited to attend assemblies and celebrations such as Christmas Concerts, Music Recitals, Harvest Celebrations and the Moving on Service.  Each half term a different year group leads a collective worship to which parents are invited. 
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	Home school Agreement

To be really effective, schools must be an active partnership between parents, children and teachers. To support this we have developed a Home School Agreement that is signed by all parties.  The section relating to expectation of children have been devised by the children in our school as part of work based upon UNICEF’s Rights and Responsibilities. Parents, children and staff revisit this document annually at the start of the Autumn Term. Parents of children joining Piddle Valley CE First School later in their school career are asked to complete the document as part of the induction pack.


	Pupil Involvement
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	The School and Community

	Our school lies at the heart of a supportive rural community.

	
	
	


	



Ofsted and SIAS inspections and reports



Please visit our school website to see current events and activities that are taking place in our school:  www.piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk
Feathers pre-school is located within our school building and is very much a part of our whole school.  Due to the age of the children their experiences do vary.  The following is a brief overview of the provision, but we strongly recommend visiting the setting to meet our staff and children.  A separate booklet is available on request.





It is the school’s wish to accept all children within the catchment area of the school (i.e. the parishes of Piddlehinton, Piddletrenthide, Alton Pancras and White Lackington). However, when there are more applicants than places, then our school’s uses the following priorities:


1. LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence, or special guardianship order1.              





2. VULNERABLE CHILDREN 





3. SIBLINGS 





4. OTHER CHILDREN 


Children resident within the designated area who do not qualify under one of the 


criteria above. 





5. SIBLINGS 





6. PRACTISING CHRISTIANS 





7. OTHER CHILDREN


Children resident outside the designated area who do not qualify under one of the 


criteria above. 


Our current pupil admissions number for any one year group is 23.





This is a synopsis of our admissions policy.


Please see our website or ask at the office to see the policy in full.








�





�





You are warmly encouraged to visit the school. This can be arranged through the school office.








�


“I felt my child was really supported and nurtured in his first year at school. He had a ball!”








Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls alike. They are helped and encouraged to work at all activities to the best of their individual talents. Each child’s differences are accounted for and we emphasise development in terms of a child’s own potential. As far as possible staff try to ensure that the resources used in all curriculum areas are multi-cultural and non-sexist, containing positive images of all groups in society.





Able and Gifted: children demonstrating particular skills or abilities are identified and given opportunities to extend and practice these in the classroom and within the Dorchester Areas Schools Partnership as they get older.





Special Educational Needs: individual children who are not progressing as we would expect will initially be identified by their class teacher or parents. This will result in the child being given additional support within the classroom. Further provision is provided if difficulties continue. We aim to work in partnership with parents, other teachers, teaching assistants, outside agencies (such as an Educational Psychologist) and especially the children themselves. If parents are concerned about the learning ability of their child they must bring it to the attention of the class teacher who will refer them to the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO). The school’s policy for SEND is available in the school office for any parent who wishes to read it and available on the school website.


Our SENCO is Mrs Nicole Woods.





Meeting children at the end of the day


At the end of the day we have children travelling home by bus, by taxi, being collected by parents, attending our After School Club and attending other after school clubs. Because of this complexity we have different meeting points. We ask parents to meet children personally at their classroom door.  


It is important please to let us know of any changed arrangements at the end of the day. If another adult is collecting a child, or if a child is going home with another family, please telephone the School Office with these altered arrangements.





Children should arrive in school between 08.45 – 08.55. Parents of children in Year 1 to Year 4 should ensure that their child is collected from school promptly at 3.15.  During their first term at school Reception children should be collected either at the end of the morning session or the end of the day.


Please help us to encourage punctuality in your child’s life.


For information about before and after school care please see the section on Extended Schools.





Piddle Valley Kids Club


Contact numbers


Piddle Valley CE First School 01300348219


Opening Times


Breakfast Club      8.00-8.45


Early Bird Club     8.15 – 8.45


After School Club   3.15 – 6.00pm





Cost of sessions





Breakfast Club 


From 8:00am £4.50





Early Bird Club


 from 8.15am £2.20


from 8.30am £1.00





After school club 


3.15 – 3.45 - £2.00


3.15 – 4.30 - £4.00





Charges are then calculated at £1 for every half hour after this at up to a maximum of £6.50








Curriculum information


At the beginning of every topic, teachers send home a curriculum leaflet so that you will be aware of the activities and learning that the children will be engaged in. This is purely for your information, but you may wish to use it to reinforce our work at home.  More information and photographs will be uploaded to our school website.





Our creative curriculum provides a wide breadth and balance to our children’s learning and makes concrete links between subjects ensuring that the curriculum is relevant and exciting for the children





�


The Woodpeckers explore the great outside through their topic.





Whole school ‘Rainforest’ Topic. 


�





� EMBED PBrush  ���


Pupils in Year 4 and Year 2 enjoying science day!





Children helping to enforce road safety!


�





�


Pupils in Key stage 2 put on a ‘Greek‘ exhibition!





Pupils rehearse for our annual whole school summer production.





PE is taught twice a week. We also try to ensure that all classes do a DPA (daily physical activity) such as skipping or active games.


Primary Sports Funding enhances this provision through the support of specialist coaches, lunchtime clubs and on-going coaching and training for the teaching staff.  Our involvement in inter-school sporting competitions is high and we are very successful for such a small school.








“It was a different experience and exciting. I learned new skills like how to peel elder to make an instrument.”  Year 2 pupil








“We did lots of activities. The footprint hunt was fun in the woods. I found nuts cracked open by squirrels.” Year 2








“Everything was fun. I learned how to make a spark with a fire-lighting iron on dead grass tinder.” Year 4 








We feel our School Uniform policy is realistic and sensible. However in the spirit of common sense and for the safety of our children we would ask parents to ensure the following:


Skirts and trousers are smart and business like


Hair is kept neat


Shoes should be sensible and sizing checked regularly


Nail polish should not be worn.


In the interests of health and safety we ask that no jewellery should be worn. A small pair of stud earrings only is permitted for children with pierced ears.








Provision of School Clothing


If families are in receipt of Income Support or Income Based Job Seekers Allowance, school will provide the following items of school uniform free of charge:


1 Sweatshirt


1 Polo Shirt


We regret we do not keep other items in school, and our policy does not provide a cash grant of any sort to be paid in lieu of clothing. All applications are accepted in the strictest confidence. Please note an application for free school uniform may only be made once every two years.





Attendance and Absences


We consider regular attendance to be extremely important, and are constantly striving to encourage full attendance. 


The School is responsible both for the education and the safety of your children during the school day. It is therefore very important that we know whether any absences have been authorised by parents, and whether a child is on the premises in case of a fire or other emergency. Therefore we ask parents to help us by noting the points below.


Parents are asked to contact the school before 09.15am on the first day of a child’s absence from school.


In the case of an absence which lasts for more than three days, parents are asked to ring the school again in order to keep us informed.


A note stating the reason for any absence must be sent to the class teacher on the child’s return to school.





Concerns and complaints


The school works closely with parents and any concerns and anxieties should, in the first instance, be raised with the class teacher. These issues can normally be resolved through discussion. If you feel that matters are unresolved please arrange to meet the Headteacher.


The Governing Body of the school do have arrangements for considering formal complaints, a copy of which can be found on the school website. If you wish to make a complaint under section 23 of the Education Reform Act, copies of the local arrangements and procedure should be requested from the Headteacher, or alternatively are available at local libraries or from the County education officer, Education Directorate, County Hall, Dorchester DT1 1XJ








Holidays 


 By law children are not ‘entitled’ to 10 days holiday and any authorisation of such a request is at the discretion of the headteacher. If an absence is authorised then the law states that NO child should have more than TWO WEEKS (10 days) holiday in total during term time during any one year.  


Any holidays during term time will result in children missing academic and social activities.  Often these are impossible to catch up with and children find it difficult to slot back into topic work and learning. Please try to arrange your holidays during the set school holiday periods.


Each requests for absence is considered individually and will also take into account % of absence during the previous 12 month period.  Authorisation will not be given during the month of May when statutory assessments take place for the majority of year groups.


Pupils with a % below 95% will be monitored in line with DASP policy








Emergency closure procedure


From time to time, especially in winter, situations arise in which it is necessary to close the school. After consultation with travel operators, members of staff and the Chair of Governors, a decision will be made by the Headteacher on whether the school will be closed. 


The closure will be announced on the school website as well as Wessex FM. It will also be posted on their website and also on the Dorsetforyou website.


 If school transport does not run in the morning, then it will not run in the afternoon even if school conditions improve. 








Free ‘Hot School Meals’ 


The Government has announced universal free hot school meals for every child in Year R,1 and 2 who applies.  Children in Years 3 and 4 who are eligible will still be entitled to free school meals, but families of Year 3 and 4 can continue to purchase meals if they wish.  Termly menus, forms and ordering facilities are available on line. 


If you require further information please come to the school office for on line details. 





The School Nurse


Mrs Karen Caines is our School Nurse and will welcome a telephone call from you if you are worried about your child’s health in any way on (01305) 255206. In addition she provides ‘drop-in’ sessions at school throughout the school year. The dates are shown in advance on our termly calendar. 








Medicals


An opportunity is given to all parents to meet the School Nurse during their child’s first year at school.  Please inform us of any disabilities or medical problems from which your child suffers. All information is given to us in the strictest confidence.





School Transport


At the moment, the LA provides free transport to enable a pupil to attend the normal appropriate school where the walking distance is as follows:


Pupils under eight years ( but not including pre-school) at the beginning of the educational year - 2 miles or more


Pupils over eight years and under sixteen years at the beginning of the educational year - 3 miles or more


Four year olds- if your child is admitted to school as a four year old, he or she is considered for free transport under the same conditions as for a child of compulsory school age, on the understanding that the transport will be provided at the start and end of the normal school day. This means you are responsible for any midday travel where your child initially attends school for part of the day.


Concessionary seats – it is the policy of the Local Authority to allow children living within the required walking distances to occupy spare seats on school transport on payment of a charge and on the understanding that the concession can be withdrawn if the seat is required by an entitled child.





Sun Protection


Please ensure that during hot and sunny weather your child has an appropriate sun hat with a peak and neck protection. This, when sensibly worn, should provide adequate protection from the sun. We stock reasonably priced, sensibly styled hats in school. If parents believe it is absolutely necessary to send in sun protection products, please ensure they are only in the form of a roll-on or cloth wipe-on product. We cannot allow spray-on or pump action sun protection in school due to the potential danger of misuse.  With the exception of the Pre-school and Reception class, children will have to be able to apply the roll-on or wipe-on protection themselves, with supervision, during the course of the school day.





Transfer to Middle School


At nine-plus years of age the children normally transfer to St Mary’s Middle School, Puddletown. However parents may express their preference and apply to two other schools in Dorchester, St Osmunds or Dorchester Middle School.


The Local Authority will notify full details of the procedure to parents at the beginning of your child’s final year in year 4.








PTA


 The Friends of PVS are the fundraising ‘arm’ of the school. Not only do they organise a variety of events such as our Grand Bonfire Night and Firework display, Christmas Fayre and summer celebrations, they also provide social opportunities and contact between parents and with the staff.  Recent fundraising has provided the school with a trim trail and a theatre visit to the pantomime for the whole school.





If you are interested in helping in school on a regular basis there are plenty of ways: listening to children read, helping a group in the classroom or supervising an activity during Golden Time etc. Just enquire at the school office.





Parent Governors


We currently do not have any vacancies on the governing body. Governors are elected to serve for 4 years.





�


Whole School ‘Monkey World’ Trip





Talking to teachers


You are always welcome to come into school to talk about your child. The teachers will always make time available for you. Please pop in if your child lets you know about a pleasing piece of work or if you have a worry or concern. There will also be more formal opportunities to review your child’s progress with the teacher and you will receive an annual written report. Mrs Browne, the Head teacher is available for consultation by appointment. 








Letter from the School Council


We try to help the school. We meet fortnightly. Whenever anyone feels something is wrong, they are not scared to tell us and let us sort it out. We have midday mates, playground friends and we are writing the lunchtime charter and sometimes we have assemblies so people can say things in their own words.


The School Council





The school council is an important part of Piddle Valley CE First School. Each class votes for two representatives who hold office for one year. Meetings are held fortnightly, the minutes are fed back to all classes where there is an opportunity to discuss any matters arising. 


Year 4 representatives also attend DASP Pupil Voice meetings at St Osmunds School, Dorchester. The school council holds its own budget and is responsible for buying playground equipment and choosing charities amongst other things!





�


Whole school ‘Seasons walk’ to Aerial Woods.





�


Walk to school and road safety awareness.





Volunteers from the community regularly work with children.


�





�


Lunchtime gardening club





Ofsted


Our most recent inspection took place in March 2012.  The report was published in April and judged our school to be ‘Outstanding’ in all areas.  A copy of our full report is available on our school website.


�  �





SIAS (Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools)


Our SIAS inspection resulted in our second outstanding judgement as a result of the hard work and dedication of our children, staff, Governors and community.


�  �
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