



PIDDLE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL

Home-learning Policy

In order that our pupils can attain the highest standard (spiritual, moral, social, cultural and academic), we recognise the crucial importance of an active educational partnership between home and school. Home-learning is just one of the ways in which we seek to foster this partnership. Home-learning encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning.

Aims and Objectives:

Regular, well planned Home-learning can:-

· Enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development

· Develop good work habits and self discipline for the future

· Encourage skills and attitudes which help children improve their educational performance

· Help parents gain insight into their child’s school work and promote partnership between home and school

· Provide opportunities for individualised work and develop skills of independent learning

· Consolidate and reinforce learning done in school in preparation for future class work

· Provide a context for pupil / parent interaction

Home-learning is seen as ‘an essential part of good education that supports children’s development as independent learners. We believe that Home-learning is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning.

What is Home-learning?

Home-learning should not be a chore, but children should see it as an extension of their school work. We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. We see Home-learning as encompassing a wide range of possibilities. 

The following list gives just a few examples:-

· Reading with a parent, or reading independently then answering questions as they become more confident

· A family visit to a local museum

· Undertaking individual research for a project

· Learning number facts (tables)

· Practising high frequency words, spellings and phonics

· Being an active member of a sports club or youth organisation

· Playing instruments

It can be seen from this list that Home-learning can be a two way process. Teachers may ask for tasks to be done at home, but are delighted to learn about children’s success in other aspects of their lives and will seek to recognise this in school.

What the school will offer:

At the start of each term every parent receives an overview of the organisation and areas of study to be undertaken in relation to the National Curriculum. These overviews will include information about the types of Home-learning which will be set as well as indicating activities parents might wish to develop with their children.

When teachers set Home-learning they will ensure that:

· It is related to current areas of study within the classroom

· The task is made clear to children and matched to their abilities

· Time scales for completion and submission are explicit. E.g. for weekly Home-learning and half termly projects

· Work is marked or shared as promptly as possible

· Problems and difficulties encountered by children are dealt with swiftly

· Regular completion of Home-learning of a high standard for the individual child, is recognised and celebrated

· All children will be expected to complete tasks and will be asked to do so in their Golden Time if not completed at home.

Types and amount of Home-learning:

The amount of Home-learning that we give increases as the children move up through the school.

Foundation Stage /Reception:  Approximately 30 minutes per week.  (Including Phonics, Topic linked activities and number through Abacus on line, practical maths opportunities and learning through games)

Years 1 and 2:
 Approximately one hour per week.

(Including personal Phonics / key words / spellings, maths (through Abacus on line) and half termly topic based projects.)

Years 3 and 4: Approximately one and a half hours per week. 

(Including personal Phonics / key words / spellings, maths (through Abacus on line) and half termly topic based projects.)

Regular, daily reading is encouraged and is in addition to the above for all pupils.

This is in line with DFEE for KS1 and KS2 guidelines as issued in 1998.

The Role of Parents:

Parents need to discuss with their children the following questions:

· When is it a good time to do any Home-learning?

· Where is the best place for Home-learning to be done?

· What helps concentration?

· How long should my Home-learning take me?

· Should I ask for help with my Home-learning?

· Who should I ask for help and how much help should I expect?

It is vital that parents display a positive attitude to Home-learning and value its importance. It is also important for parents to recognise that it is the children’s responsibility to complete their work.

Parents need to listen to the child’s explanation of what they have to do and discuss the work their child is doing and whether or not help is needed plus what form this might take.

Home-learning can be a wonderful way to spend time working alongside your child, demonstrating good learning skills such as patience, team-work, resilience, resourcefulness and improving.  However, Home-learning should ultimately be produced by the child with support from the adult so that they recognise that it is their own efforts that are being rewarded.

If your child has been unwell or if family circumstances have impacted on your child’s ability to complete Home-learning then please inform their class teacher.

If parents have any concerns or questions about Home-learning, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class teacher.
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