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Keeping our children safe – Safeguarding at PV 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact the Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Browne or the Deputy Safeguarding leads: Mrs Nelson and Mrs. V

Jennie and Gemma, our Preschool staff have both completed L2 safeguarding training this week which is fantastic and ensures that all our staff are kept up to date with how we keep our children safe in school.
Grounds Work
This time of year the gardens often look rather tired, sadly although we try hard the school grounds are no exception. I have spoken with a couple parents on how we can work together as a community to look after the school grounds and I know there are lots of very keen parents offering to help which is amazing and we really appreciate this.

The staff and School Council have been sharing ideas on how we can develop the school grounds to increase opportunities for learning outside and working with nature. We are currently exploring an initiative called ‘The Harmony Project’. The Harmony projects links with the school’s curriculum but highlights opportunities where we can make links/relationships with nature. It also gives our children a platform for learning about sustainability, recycling and global issues. This would include areas for planting and growing, an improved pond area, a wildlife area as well as space for the children to bring their learning outside.

Piddle Valley CE First School has the most idyllic setting to enable us to be able to develop this way of working and it will take time to develop. The current grounds team who look after the grass cutting of the field and grass areas and general care of the plants have offered support and are due on site to address the increase in moss on the pathways etc.

In the new year, I would like to set up a ‘grounds volunteer team’ which would involve staff, parents, pupils and the local community coming together to maintain the premises when needed. 
I would like to invite any volunteers available to join me at Piddle Valley CE First School at 10:00am on Saturday 15th January 2022 for a couple hours to make a start on clearing, tidying and fixing. Please let the school know if you are available via the office email address office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk
Mini winter reading challenge
A big thank you from Dorchester library for all your support with the Summer Reading Challenge. We were thrilled with the number of children who registered and completed the challenge. It was quite obvious from talking to parents how keen they were for the children to keep reading over the summer. We therefore thought you, and they, might be interested in the Winter Mini Challenge to read three books between now and January 16th 2022. It all takes place online, with puzzles and book ideas. Please click on the link:

 

www.wintermini.org.uk 
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Piddle Valley CE First School             


Newsletter No.4	December 2021





Good afternoon everyone!





Where has this term gone? It is hard to believe we are already into December and the excitement for the Christmas period is building.


We are looking forward to inviting our families to our Christmas Carol Service here at the school. The service will take place outside due to current Covid19 restrictions and we do need to limit two adults only per child/family.


We have chosen to host the service on two afternoons – Wednesday 15th December 2021 at 1:30pm and Thursday 16th December 2021 at 1:30pm. We will be sending home two tickets per family next week which can be used for either afternoon and will be collected on the gate by Mrs. Wrixon. Please wrap up warm!





Staff Update


We are very pleased to be able to welcome Mrs. Amanda Milson to Piddle Valley CE First School as part of our Year 3/4 class support team. Mrs. Milson has had much experience in working in schools as well as supporting pupils with SEND in a preschool setting. 


I would like to congratulate Mrs. Milson on her recent achievement having passed her first unit in a BA Hons degree in Early Childhood and Education – congratulations and well done!





Christmas jumper day


The children are invited to come into school on Friday 17th December 2021 in their Christmas tops/jumpers. The children can also bring in a santa hat/elf ears or any other Christmas themed headwear if they like. Please send your child in school skirts/trousers etc. with their Christmas jumper/top.





Christmas lunch


We will be having our Christmas lunch in school on Wednesday 15th December 2021. If you would like to order a hot Christmas lunch please place the booking no later than Tuesday 8th December 2021 through the Local Food links. If your child prefers a packed lunch we are happy for you to send your child with a ‘Christmas’ themed lunch box. 





Charity Support


A massive thank you for your support with our recent non uniform day. We raised a total of £76 for Children in Need which once again is an amazing effort from everyone.





Morning drop off and attendance


Following the recent correspondence regarding punctuality and being in school on time in the mornings, we have continued to see a slight improvement, so thank you very much. It is really important for our children to be in school on time and be registered with their class. The new system of locking the green gate in the morning is working well. Please remember if you arrive after the green gates are closed, enter through the main gate and come to the school office. Please do not take your child around the side of the school – this arrangement is purely for the school to keep your children safe and know who is on the school premises.





After School Football club – Years 2, 3 & 4


The last session this half term for the football club will be Monday 6th December 2021. The Schoolcomms online booking form will be open to book further sessions for the spring term 2022 – the first after school football session will be on Monday 10th January 2022. Bookings and payment need to be made by Friday 7th January 2022 for the half term and we will confirm with parents that Friday (07.01.22) which children are on the club list.  If you have problems with the booking system please contact Mrs. Wrixon in the school office, all sessions need to be paid for before your child attends.





After School Club


As you are aware we provide an After School Club from 3:15 – 5:00pm five afternoons a week; Monday through to Friday.


This term we have noticed a significant decline in the uptake of the club which as you can respect has an impact on financing staff to provide the service. We recognise that the provision of an after school club for the school is a great asset, especially for new working families so we are reluctant to make any major changes. However the school is unable to continue to finance the provision without an increase in uptake. Your thoughts and possible suggestions on how we could increase numbers would be valued. Please email the school office � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk" �office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk� to share any ideas. It might be that we reduce the afternoons available and only offer support on specific afternoons, your feedback on this would also be appreciated.






























































Communication


Please check your child’s book bag daily for any letters and notices.


Please check the school website for any updates and further information. Letters will be posted on the website for reference. If you have any questions or concerns at all, please don’t hesitate to contact the member of staff either at the end of the day, via the school office or via e-schools. The office email is � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk" �office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk� or Mrs. Browne’s email is � HYPERLINK "mailto:jbrown@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk" �jbrown@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk�


We will be sending home login details for new families to enable access to e-schools, our communication tool between home and school. Please check out the Headteacher’s Blog on the school website for recent events and information.



































 





Fundraising


Thank you for supporting the Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children – we managed to raise £53.28.  Thank you everyone





�


Please let us know about your child’s achievements so we can include them in our newsletters.





Congratulations to Archie Ritson for gaining his red belt in the art of Fudoshin Jujitsu – brilliant!





 

















