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What have you done to make you feel proud?

Star of the Week Shining Star ‘Values’
Reception – Torbyn
Year 1 – Cecily
Year 2 – Ethan
Year 3 – Harry
Year 4 – Jane
Congratulations!


Keeping our children safe – Safeguarding at PV 

During our recent safeguarding update for staff we were once again reminded about the importance of keeping our children safe around technology. Could I please take this opportunity to remind you that parents/carers are permitted to use their mobile devices to take photographs of their own children during school events but these are for personal use only and should not be posted on any social media sites. We also request that mobile phones are not used whilst on a school trip or whilst you are in school. 

Thank you for your support. 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact the Designated safeguarding lead: Mrs Browne or the Deputy Safeguarding leads: Mrs Nelson and Mrs V


Please be aware the dates/events listed below may change 
Events and dates – autumn term 2020
Tuesday 1st September 2020 – Inset day for staff only
Wednesday 2nd September 2020 – Term starts. School open for Years 1, 2, 3 and 4

                                                               Year 5 pupils in school. 2:00pm Leavers assembly

Monday 7th September 2020 – Term starts for Reception and Preschool pupils

Thursday 10th September 2020 – Individual Photographs – Fraiser Photography

Friday 18th September 2020 - Jeans for Genes day - for £1 donation, the children are invited to wear jeans to school with their normal school top/sweatshirt.

Friday 18th September 2020 – New pupils to ring the bell at pick up
Friday 23rd September 2020 - Democracy Day – School Council Election Day at PV.

Friday 2nd October 2020 - Harvest Celebration – in class. Themed day
Monday 12th October 2020 - Parent/teacher consultations for all year groups - 3:30 to 6:00 pm. Further information on how these will be conducted to follow                                    

Wednesday 14th October 2020 - Parent/teacher consultations for all year groups - 3:30 to 6:00 pm 
Monday 19th October 2020 – DASP Inset day for staff only – school closed to pupils
Half term holiday from Monday 19th October to Friday 30th October 2020
Friday 6th November 2020 – Children will be celebrating ‘Remembrance Day’ in class

Friday 13th November 2020 – Kindness day

Monday 16th November to Friday 20th November – Road Safety focus week

Monday 30th November 2020 – Flu Immunisation

Monday 30th November to Friday 4th December – National Tree Week 

Monday 14th December to Thursday 17th December – Incarnation Week

Friday 18th December 2020 – autumn term ends – Christmas Jumper day
                                                     After School Club will be available. 
Spring term starts Monday 4th January 2021 for staff and children
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Welcome, it really is lovely to have all our children back in school together!





Thank you very much for supporting the staff and school with the changes to our drop off and collection arrangements. We have been incredibly impressed with how well the children have adapted and are coming into school.


In light of the recent Government announcement (coming into force from Monday 14th September 2020), can I please remind you to maintain social distancing whilst waiting in the ‘drop off’ area at the start and end of the day and please be mindful that staff are working incredibly hard to maintain clear bubbles in school during the day to keep all our children and staff safe and when the children leave school, that this is continued. Please use the side entrance for Breakfast and After School Club. On arrival at the gate please ring through and wait until a member of staff confirms that it is ok to walk round to the entrance.





Welcome 


We would like to say a special ‘welcome’ to our new children and their families to Piddle Valley. We are delighted to be able to welcome Alicia, Harry and Clara, Uppu, George and Izzy as well as all our fabulous Reception children; Sophie, Kara, Alyssa, Torbyn, Wiktoria, Hattie and Isla. 


On Friday 18th September 2020 we will invite all our new children to ring the bell at the end of the day. This is one of our traditions here at Piddle Valley CE First School which we feel is important to still honor under the current situation.





Charity Support


As in previous years we like to support local charities by hosting a non-uniform day or cake sale or something similar. We would like to start our support this year with Jeans for Genes which is celebrated on Friday 18th September 2020. We would like to invite all the children to come into school in their jeans but with their ‘normal’ school shirt and sweatshirt/cardigan on Friday and for the privilege and in support of the children’s charity to donate £1. Donations will be collected at the school gate.





Correspondence


We will be sending home a number of forms and permission slips from Monday. These will include Home/school agreements, Consent for taking and using photographs and medical updates. Your help in getting these completed and returned to school quickly would be appreciated. If your contact details change please ensure you update Mrs. Wrixon in the school office straight away. 


As we are having to limit visitors (including parents) into school, if you need to speak with your child’s class teacher please contact the school office either by phone 01300 348219 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk" �office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk� and any messages will be forwarded to the appropriate staff member. Staff will endeavor to contact you at the earliest opportunity. Many thanks





Parent Governors


Later this term we will be sending home a letter regarding the school Governors. We currently have two vacancies for parent governors. This is a great opportunity to become fully involved with the school. If you are interested in finding out more details and in possibly taking on such a role, I would be more than happy to speak with you. Please contact the school office so an appointment can be arranged.





Support for our families


Covid 19 is impacting on families and communities in many ways. We are very mindful here at Piddle Valley CE First School that our children and families may have had to deal with a multitude of challenges; physically, mentally and financially. To support our pupils we are focusing on their well-being this first half term as well as looking at areas of the curriculum that have been missed due to school closures or that individual children may need extra support with.


As a school we are now looking at approaches to ‘virtual learning’ and ‘online support, so that we are prepared to support our children if the school needed to close in the future. I will be sending home a questionnaire next week related to this and I would really appreciate any feedback that you may have. 


I would also like to highlight the Pupil Premium funding that is available for some families. This is a Government initiative and can benefit individual and groups of children with resources and their learning. Please see the link below where an online application to check eligibility can be accessed.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/pupil-premium" �www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/pupil-premium�





Uniform & Book Bags


If you require school uniform with the school logo please contact School Trends.


Once you have accessed the web page you will be able to select ‘Piddle Valley School’ to place an order.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.schooltrends.co.uk" �www.schooltrends.co.uk�





We are currently waiting for our order of school book bags to arrive. I know the Reception children are patiently waiting for these as we always like to gift our school starters their very own school book bag at the start of their first year.








 





Fundraising


Thank you for supporting the Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children – we managed to raise £53.28.  Thank you everyone





Reception – Isla


Year 1 – George


Year 2 – Georgie


Year 3 – Lily


Year 4 – Summer








�





Please let us know about your child’s achievements so we can include them in our newsletters.








 














Important information





Please find attached a Covid 19 related absence guide. As the children return to school I am sure like most years, they will be vulnerable to coughs and colds. At this time it can be concerning as to what action should be taken. I hope the guide will give a little more clarity on actions to be taken if your child feels unwell.
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