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	Piddle Valley CE First School
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Piddletrenthide, Dorchester, Dorset. DT2 7QL

Tel:01300 348219      Fax 01300 348887

Email: office@piddlevalley.dorset.sch.uk
Headteacher:  Mrs Jayne Browne BEd (Hons) 
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Living, Growing, Loving, Learning.
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Friday 26th June 2020
Dear Parent/Carer,

Arrangements for Preschool/Year R & 1 – September 2020
Firstly I’d like to say how wonderful it has been to have most of our Preschool, Year R and 1 pupils back in school following such a difficult time recently. The children have been amazing adapting to the changes and new routines; they are a credit to you all. I would also like to extend my thanks to the staff; Mrs V, Mrs Chant, Mr Bevis and Paula for all their hard work in maintaining the measures put in place to keep the children safe but also for making this experience so positive for the children.
Moving forward and beginning to think about September and a new school year, at present we are planning on the presumption that we will be able to bring all our children back into school as previous years. I will of course keep you updated as we receive further guidance from the government. 

Term will start for our Year 1 (currently Year R) on Wednesday 2nd September 2020. We are staggering the start of the term for our new Reception class and preschool children so the term will start for Year R (currently Preschool/Feathers) on Monday 7th September 2020. 

The reason for this is so we are able to give our other year groups a couple days transition with their previous year’s teacher.

	
	Starting date
	Class teacher

	Preschool
	Monday 7th September 2020
	Paula Stanley

	Year 1
	Wednesday 2nd September 2020
	Mrs V

	Year R
	Monday 7th September 2020
	Mrs V


Due to reduction in pupils starting in our preschool this September, the Local Governing body and I have made the decision to bring the Preschool children into the main building of the school from September and for them to be based in the current Year 1 classroom. The children are already familiar with the setting and it will be an opportunity for the early year’s team to really work closely together and support all the children in the setting. The classrooms will support all the learning areas and we will continue to provide the high quality provision as previous years. The Preschool will continue to be led by Paula Stanley and will offer as it previously has the same opportunities and experiences for all our children. Paula will be supported by our experienced support staff during the day when needed. 
The Reception and Year 1 will be located in the current 'Reception' classroom. Mrs V will ensure that the 'new' environment is a nurturing, welcoming space. She will also create dedicated areas for role play, small world play, construction, reading, art/craft etc. to ensure all the Early Years curriculum is catered for. The Year 1 children will also have space for more structured 'table-top' activities.
As you can appreciate there are a number of changes that will need to be made to ensure the environment is reflection of an early years setting and staff will need time to put these changes in place so we can have a calm and positive start in September 2020. 
To enable us to do this, term will end for our current Preschool/Year R bubble and our current Year 1 bubble on Wednesday 15th July 2020.
If you have any questions regarding the arrangements, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Kind regards

Mrs. J Browne

Headteacher
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