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Thursday 5 September 2019

Welcome to Forest Class

Reception and Year 1 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,

We have had a fabulous start to the new school year in Forest Class! We are very proud of how happily the children have settled in and their imagination, creativity and eagerness to learn is a delight to see! Our teaching team is myself, Mr Bevis (mornings in Forest Class) and Mrs Chant, as well as Mrs Hudson (Mon/Tue/Wed afternoons) and Mrs Lock (Thu/Fri afternoons). 

Topic

Our ‘topic’ this term is ‘Marvellous Me!’ and the children have already entered into the spirit of this topic with enthusiasm; drawing their families, painting pictures of themselves and creating their home! More detailed curriculum information will be sent home in the next few weeks. 

Please send your child to school with a photograph of them as a baby or toddler! We will be putting these in our home corner to give a ‘homely’ and authentic feel to our imaginative role play area. Please write your child’s name on the back. It’s probably a good idea that this is not a precious photograph, yet we will, of course, endeavour to look after them!

Wednesday Welly Walks

Next week, we will be washing our class set of wellington boots and matching pairs and, of course, sizes to the right feet! This is in preparation for our Wednesday Welly Walks. A letter will shortly be sent home to explain more about these and to gain your permission for your child to take part in this fabulous outdoor learning experience. In preparation for this, please do send in to school a labelled carrier bag with ‘wet weather gear’ in. If you are not sure what is needed, the letter will explain more! Look out for it soon!

PE/Music and Movement

PE lessons and Music and Movement lessons will take place on a Tuesday and Thursday. Please send your child to school with a PE kit in a PE bag - all items labelled please! This will stay in school until the half term holiday.

Reading

Short, focused and relaxed reading assessments are taking place with me 1:1 this week. This is a non-threatening and fun opportunity for me to share a simple, phonics based story with your child to ascertain where they should start within our reading programme. Each child will bring a reading book home with them towards the middle to end of next week with a reading record and accompanying letter to explain our approach to reading. Please look out for this letter and your child’s first book in their book bags! I am sure they will be very excited to share it with you and their family.
In the next few weeks, to accompany learning to read, your child will also receive a little pack of Read Write Inc phonics flashcards to enjoy playing with you at home. These are a fun way for your child to learn the letters and sounds that make up words - the 'Speed Sounds'. A letter will accompany these which will include activities for blending the sounds together for reading. When ready, your child will also receive some high-frequency and ‘tricky’ words on flashcards to use at home if you would like to further support the learning at home.

What did you do at school today?

I do hope that the children are coming home and talking excitedly about the engaging, creative and imaginative activities they are enjoying at school. However, I know that many children may be reluctant to go over their whole day with you. If you would like to pop in after school one day for your child to give you a little tour, then please do just ask!

Open Door Policy

It is very important to me that I work with you to ensure that your child is happy, flourishing and learning. If you ever want to have a quick chat, then please do let me know! I am available after school at ‘pick-up’ time or if you would like a more detailed conversation, please do ask and I can find a time either before or after school to meet with you in the quiet of the classroom. In addition, if there are any changes at home, your child has not slept well or is feeling ‘under the weather’ then please do let me know at ‘drop off’ in the morning as all of these things will be very big in the lives of a small person and might affect their day in school. 

This letter contains a lot of information with a promise of much more to come, so please do ask me if you have any queries at all. 

Many thanks

Mrs V

Year R/1 class teacher/Early Years Lead
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